Isolation and characterization of a novel gene expressed in multiple cancers.
Using differential display method, we have isolated and characterized a novel gene, N8, encoding an approximately 24 kDa protein. It is located on human chromosome 8q13 region. N8 gene is expressed at high levels in tumor derived cell lines from multiple cancers. It is also expressed at higher levels in lung tumors than normal lung tissue. N8 is also differentially expressed in fetal and adult tissues. In adult, N8 is expressed at high levels in brain, kidney, prostate, pancreas and intestine and at very low levels in lung, liver, hematopoietic cells and gonads. During murine embryonic development N8 is expressed in the epithelium of the intestine, stomach, olfactory epithelium, neuronal layers of retina, kidney and salivary gland. Taken together, these results suggest that N8 may play different roles during embryogenesis and in the adult animals.